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Grove Bible Church recently put into place a Children & Youth Worker’s Policy. The purpose of the policy is to reduce the risk of abuse or injury to children and teens, and to reduce the risk of false accusations of abuse or injury at Grove Bible Church. 

Grove Bible Church volunteers are approved by submitting applications to the Children’s Ministry Committee, (which involves background & reference checks).
All church ministries and activities involving children and teens are to be conducted in ways that promote accountability and visibility, not secrecy and isolation. The rule of thumb is: A lone child should not be isolated with a lone worker (isolation occurs when no one else is aware of the situation and when there is no opportunity for others to observe activity).
Accountability (someone else knows what is happening)
All ministries involving children are to be staffed on a team basis. At least two adult approved workers should be present during church ministries and activities.

Visibility (someone else sees what is happening)
All ministries involving children or youth are to be conducted in a way that ensures visibility.
Jr. Convention – A worker (preferably TWO workers) should be present in the restroom or any room where a GROUP of children (two or more) are present. No child should be alone in a room. The Jr. Convention Coordinator of a school or homeschool group must endeavor to be with those under his or her care. As much as possible, groups should stay together. A child should not be allowed to wander off by himself or herself; children should not be allowed to wander off in small groups by themselves. When a Jr. Convention Coordinator is unable to be with his or her entire group (because of children competing in different locations), the Jr. Convention Coordinator should assign another responsible adult who has been approved by their school (or homeschool group) to be in charge of children that the Jr. Convention Coordinator is unable to attend to. Sponsoring as “teams” (rather than individual sponsors) promotes accountability & visibility. 
There will be monitors present in various locations during Jr. Convention who will be paying attention to activities occurring in their area. Please help us keep children safe.

Reporting of Accidents and Incidents
Problems should be reported to the Jr. Convention Director at Master Control. Serious injuries or inappropriate behavior occurring at a Grove Bible Church should be reported to the Senior Pastor ASAP.
